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To all Licensing Boards in Scotland  

 

21st January 2026 

 

Dear Licensing Board members, 

Please allow pubs and bars to open for the Scotland World Cup matches! 
 
On behalf of all licensees in Scotland, we would like to urge you to seriously consider allowing extended 

licensing hours to allow pubs to show live Scotland games during the 2026 World Cup. 

 

As you know, this is Scotland’s first World Cup appearance since 1998, a source of huge pride and a once-in-

a-generation event of national importance. As well as those lucky enough to have been at Hampden Park, 

many thousands of people watched the historic victory against Denmark in pubs and bars up and down the 

country.  With Scotland’s group matches being in Boston and Miami, the kick-off times are 2am and 11pm, 

which means that for people to be able to watch the games in their local pub or bar, as many would wish to, 

pubs and bars will require later closing.  

 

With this being so hugely anticipated, customers are already asking licensees and staff if they will be able to 

watch the World Cup matches in pubs.  Everyone will remember where they were and will want to share the 

moment with friends and neighbours. The pub will provide the best atmosphere to watch the game as people 

can share the highs and lows with those around them and come together as a community, to cheer on the 

national team and be part of this special piece of Scottish sporting history. In addition it provides an economic 

opportunity for businesses which are struggling due to the current economic climate. To deny this opportunity 

will result in a loss of revenue as people will stay at home to watch the games or go to fan zones denying 

established businesses the opportunity to take advantage of this historic event. 

 

We understand there may be concerns around public safety, but pubs and bars have the duty to manage all 

such occasions and take that duty very seriously. Everyone will be supporting the same team and enjoying the 

games, whatever the results, as much as we all of course want to see Scotland win and progress in the 

tournament. We ask the licensing board to trust responsible licensees to manage the events in the same way 

they manage their businesses on a day-to-day basis. 

 

Finally if Scotland do well people will never forget that they were there in one of Scotland’s iconic pubs at that 

moment - which highlights the fact that we need to do everything we can to protect Scotland’s pubs and bars 

and give them every opportunity to thrive. Just like Scottish football,  

 
Scotland’s pubs and bars are a hugely important part of our cultural identity and it is important that authorities 
do all they can to enable them to succeed, support their communities and contribute to local and national 
economies.    
 
Yours sincerely, 

                         
           

Morag Douglas        
Campaign for Pubs Spokesperson for Scotland  

Licensee, The Star, Burntisland 
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